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of them which come to you in sheep's clothing (s&f, wool),
but within they are ravening wolves."

The Islamo-Christian controversy has also produced a
considerable literature in Persian, which has been discussed
by Professor Samuel Lee in his Controversial
Tracts on Christianity and Mohammedanism
(Cambridge, 1824). Several such works were
written in the first quarter of the seventeenth century by
Sayyid Ahmad ibn Zaynul-'Abidin al-'Alawf, one in refu-
tation of Xavier's Aina-i-Haqq-numd ("Truth-revealing
Mirror"), and another directed against the Jews. Later
the proselytizing activities of Henry Martyn the missionary
called forth replies from Mfrzd Ibrdhim and others1.

The Shaykhi sect or school derived its origin and its

name from Shaykh Ahmad ibn Zaynu'd-Din al-Ahsd'f, a

native not of Persia but of Bahrayn, who died,

<4)TheShaykhfs. accordjng to the   Rawddtu'l-Janndt*,   at   the

advanced age of ninety in 1243/1827-8, and was succeeded
by Sayyid Kdzim of Rasht, who numbered amongst his
disciples both Sayyid 'Alf Muhammad the Bib, the
originator of the Bdbi sect, and many of those who sub-
sequently became his leading disciples, and Hdjji Muham-
mad Karfm Khdn of Kirmdn, who continued and developed
the Shaykhf doctrine. This doctrine, essentially a rather
extreme form of the Shf'a faith, was accounted heterodox
by several eminent mujtahids^ such as Hajji Mulld Muham-
mad Taqf of Qazwfn, the uncle and father-in-law of the
celebrated Bdbf heroine Qurratu'l-'Ayn, whose hostility to
the Shaykhfs and Bdbfs ultimately cost him his life, but
earned for him from the orthodox Shf*a the title of the
"Third Martyr" (Skahid-i-ThdlitK)\ Some account of the

1  See my Cat ofPers. MSS. in the Camb, Univ. Library (1896), pp.

7-I3-

2  Pp. 25-6, of the Tihrin lithographed edition of 1306/1888*

3  See vol. ii of my Traveller's Narrative, pp. 197-8 and 310-12.